
 

 

6TH GRADE 

 

Weeks of: 

APRIL 13TH & APRIL 20TH 
WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

To Students, Parents and Guardians: 
Week 5 and 6 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of April 27th 
Week 7 and 8 Packets will be mailed 

out the week of May 11th. 



 

 

5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 
Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  
Draw and discuss 

an imaginary 
amusement park.   

Write and act out 
a family play.  

Take a nature or a virtual 
field trip using 
Google Earth.  

Help plan and 
cook a meal.  

Mindful Minute: Take 3 
deep breathes 

and focus on the 
sounds in the room.  

Search for these YouTube 
learning channels: 

Crash Course Kids 

SciShow 

Play a board game, 
charades  or card game 
with a family member. 

Do a family workout  

together (jog, take a walk, 
play basketball, etc.) 

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision. 

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 
Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 
contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 
by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 
MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 
For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 



 

Week 3 and Week 4 

ELA 



MS ELA Grade 6 Week 3:  April 13-17, 2020 

 

Hello Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students, 

This week’s reading and writing activities center on building vocabulary and close 
reading the main text of this unit. Certain sections of the text are particularly important, 
so additional support is found in the third bullet. Remember the writing activities 
correspond to the reading you have just finished. Parents, the responses your child 
writes should reflect his/her analysis of the text so are open-ended to reflect your child’s 
understanding. So, there aren’t typical right/wrong answers for this. In addition, writing 
can provide evidence to support answering the essential question: What drives people 
to explore? 

Grade 6 Unit 5 Exploration: What drives people to explore? 
 

Week 3: April 13-17 pp. 410 
pp. 411-423 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
p. 424 
 
p. 423 
 
pp. 424-425 

● Vocabulary 
● Read the entire story. Mark the Text as you read. 

Answer questions # 1 and # 2 on p. 423. 
● Close Read - reread parts of the story to annotate 

and answer questions in the margin:  
o ¶ 8 on pp. 412 – 413 
o ¶ 15 on p. 415  
o ¶ 27 on p. 417  
o ¶ 37 on p. 420  
o ¶ 41 on p. 421 

● See p. 424, Close Read the Text, for directions on 
how to complete this section, if needed. 

● Answer questions # 3, 4, and 5 and the Research to 
Clarify and Explore.   

● Answer Analyze the Text questions. 

 

6th Grade Unit 5 Exploration 

Week 3: April 13 – 17 

Daily Planning Guide/Checklist/Additional Support 

 

Monday, April 13 

_____  Preview at the 6 vocabulary words on page 410 rank them.   

_____  Read about the author of A Long Way Home page 410. 

_____  Review 1st read strategies to prepare for reading the story. 

 

 



Tuesday, April 14 

_____  Read questions #1 and #2 on page 423 before reading. 

_____  Read (or have read aloud) the story pages 411‐423. 

_____  Mark as you read (main ideas, vocabulary you want to revisit, ideas you already know). 

_____  Answer questions #1 and #2 on page 423. 

 

 

Wednesday, April 15 

_____  Close Read time!  See page 424 for Close Read directions and example.   

_____  Re‐read (or have re‐read aloud) the following paragraphs in the story to annotate and answer 

questions in the margin: 

⮚  paragraph 8 on pp. 412 – 413  
⮚  paragraph 15 on p. 415  
⮚  paragraph 27 on p. 417  
⮚  paragraph 37 on p. 420  
⮚  paragraph 41 on p. 421  

 

 

Thursday, April 16 

_____  Answer questions #3, #4 and #5 on page 423. 

_____  Complete the Research to Clarify and Explore activity 

 

 

Friday, April 17 

_____  Answer the Analyze the Text questions page 424. 

_____  You’ve completed Week 3!!!  Way to go!!! 
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MAKING MEANING

from A Long Way Home
Concept Vocabulary
You will encounter the following words as you read the excerpt from  
A Long Way Home. Before reading, note how familiar you are with 
each word. Then, rank the words in order from most familiar (1) to least 
familiar (6).

WORD YOUR RANKING

deliberate

quest

thorough

obsessive

intensity

 relentlessly

After completing the first read, come back to the concept vocabulary and 
review your rankings. Mark changes to your original rankings as needed.

First Read NONFICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete the close-read notes after your first read.

NOTICE the general ideas of 
the text. What is it about? 
Who is involved?

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check and 
by writing a brief summary of 
the selection.

About the Author

Saroo Brierley (b. 1981) 
was born in a tiny village in 
India. At around the age of 
5, he accidentally boarded a 
train alone and was whisked 
away from his family, 
hopelessly lost. He ended up 
at an orphanage in the West 
Bengal capital of Kolkata, 
formerly known as Calcutta. 
Brierley was eventually 
adopted by an Australian 
family and was raised in 
Tasmania. After twenty-five 
years of separation, Brierley 
finally succeeded in his 
quest to find his Indian 
family.

 Tool Kit  
First-Read Guide and  
Model Annotation

 STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text
By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.

410 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

ANCHOR TEXT | MEMOIR

BACKGROUND
In his memoir A Long Way Home, Saroo Brierley shares his memories 
of searching for his hometown and his birth family. He describes the 
detailed method he used to locate them after decades of separation. At 
this point in the memoir, Brierley has recently graduated from college 
and moved in with his friend Byron.

Alas, the new search didn’t start out as an obsession.
If Byron wasn’t home, I might spend a couple of hours musing 

over the various “B” towns1 again. Or I might make a casual 
sweep down the east coast, to see what was there. I even checked 
out a Birampur in Uttar Pradesh, near Delhi, in the central north 
of India, but that was a ridiculously long way from Kolkata, and I 
couldn’t have traveled that far in twelve or so hours. It turned out 
it doesn’t even have a train station.

These occasional forays showed the folly of searching by town, 
particularly when I wasn’t sure about the names. If I was going to 
do this, I needed to be strategic and methodical about it.

1. “B” Towns Brierley remembers that the name of the train station near his hometown 
begins with a "B." This is the station at which he boarded a train and became lost.

1

2

3

Saroo Brierley

from 
A Long Way Home

from A Long Way Home 411
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NOTES
I went over what I knew. I came from a place where Muslims 

and Hindus lived in close proximity and where Hindi was spoken. 
Those things were true of most of India. I recalled all those 
warm nights outside, under the stars, which at least suggested it 
wouldn’t be in the colder regions of the far north. I hadn’t lived 
by the sea, although I couldn’t rule out that I’d lived near it. And 
I hadn’t lived in the mountains. My hometown had a railway 
station—India was riddled with train lines, but they didn’t run 
through every single village and town.

Then there was the opinion of the Indians at college that I 
looked like someone from the east, perhaps around West Bengal. 
I had my doubts: in the eastern part of the country, the region took 
in some of the Himalayas,2 which wasn’t right, and part of the 
Ganges Delta, which looked much too lush and fertile to be my 
home. But as these were people who had firsthand experience of 
India, it seemed silly to dismiss their hunch.

I also thought I could remember enough landmark features to 
recognize my hometown if I came across it, or to at least narrow 
the field. I clearly recalled the bridge over the river where we 
played as kids and the nearby dam wall that restricted the river’s 
flow below it. I knew how to get from the train station to our 
house, and I knew the layout of the station.

The other station I thought I remembered quite well was the 
“B” one, where I’d boarded the train. Although I’d been there 
quite a few times with my brothers, they’d never let me leave it, 
so I knew nothing of the town outside the station—all I’d ever 
seen beyond the exit was a sort of small ring road for horse carts 
and cars, and a road beyond it that led into the town. But still, 
there were a couple of distinguishing features. I remembered the 
station building and that it only had a couple of tracks, over the 
other side of which was a big water tank on a tower. There was 
also a pedestrian overpass across the tracks. And just before the 
train pulled into town from the direction of my home, it crossed a 
small gorge.

So I had some vague thoughts on likely regions, and some ways 
of identifying “Ginestlay”3 and the “B” place if I found them. 
Now I needed a better search method. I realized that the names of 
places had been a distraction, or were at least not the right place 
to start. Instead, I thought about the end of the journey. I knew 
that train lines linked the “B” place with Kolkata. Logic dictated, 
then, that if I followed all the train lines out of Kolkata, I would 
eventually find my starting point. And from there, my hometown 
was itself up the line, not far away. I might even come upon my 

2. Himalayas (hihm uh LAY uhz) tallest mountain range in the world.
3. “Ginestlay” Brierley remembered this as the name of his hometown, but no one he 

asked had heard of it and he could not find it on a map.

4

5

6

7

8
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NOTES
home first, depending on how the lines linked up. This was an 
intimidating prospect—there were many, many train lines from 
the national hub of Kolkata’s Howrah Station, and my train might 
have zigzagged across any of the lines of the spider’s web. It was 
unlikely to be a simple, straight route. 

Still, even with the possibility of some winding, irregular paths 
out of Howrah, there was also a limit to how far I could have been 
transported in the time frame. I’d spent, I thought, a long time on 
the train—somewhere between twelve and fifteen hours. If I made 
some calculations, I could narrow the search field, ruling out 
places too far away.

Why hadn’t I thought of the search with this clarity before? 
Maybe I had been too overwhelmed by the scale of the problem 
to think straight, too consumed by what I didn’t know to focus 
on what I did. But as it dawned on me that I could turn this into 
a painstaking, deliberate task that simply required dedication, 
something clicked inside. If all it took were time and patience to 
find home, with the aid of Google Earth’s4 god’s-eye view, then I 
would do it. Seeing it almost as much an intellectual challenge as 
an emotional quest, I threw myself into solving it.

First, I worked on the search zone. How fast could India’s diesel 
trains travel, and would that have changed much since the 
eighties? I thought my Indian friends from college might be able 
to help, especially Amreen, whose father would likely have a 
more educated guess, so I got in touch with them. The general 
consensus was around seventy or eighty kilometers an hour. That 
seemed like a good start. Figuring I had been trapped on the train 
for around twelve to fifteen hours, overnight, I calculated how 
many kilometers I might have traveled in that time, which I put at 
around a thousand, or approximately 620 miles.

So the place I was looking for was a thousand kilometers along 
a train line out of Howrah Station. On Google Earth you can 
draw lines on the map at precise distances, so I made a circular 
boundary line of a thousand kilometers around Kolkata and saved 
it for my searches. That meant that as well as West Bengal, my 
search field included the states of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and 
nearly half of the central state of Madhya Pradesh to the west, 
Orissa to the south, Bihar and a third of Uttar Pradesh to the 
north, and most of the northeastern spur of India, which encircles 
Bangladesh. (I knew I wasn’t from Bangladesh, as I’d have 
spoken Bengali, not Hindi. This was confirmed when I discovered 

4. Google Earth computer program that displays satellite images of the world.

9

10

deliberate (dih LIHB uhr iht) 
adj. carefully thought over 
in advance; planned

quest (kwehst) n. long 
search undertaken in 
order to find or realize 
something11

12

CLOSE READ
ANNOTATE: In 
paragraph 8, mark 
details that describe the 
challenges Brierley faces in 
finding his hometown.

QUESTION: Why does 
Brierley provide so much 
detail about his thought 
process?

CONCLUDE: What can you 
conclude about Brierley 
and his mission from these 
details?

from A Long Way Home 413
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that a rail connection between the two countries had only been 
established a few years ago.)

It was a staggering amount of territory, covering some 
962,300 square kilometers, over a quarter of India’s huge 
landmass. Within its bounds lived 345 million people. I tried to 
keep my emotions out of the exercise, but I couldn’t help but 
wonder: Is it possible to find my four family members among 
these 345 million? Even though my calculations were reliant on 
guesswork and were therefore very rough, and even though 
that still presented me with a huge field within which to search, 
it felt like I was narrowing things down. Rather than randomly 
throwing the haystack around to find the needle,5 I could 
concentrate on picking through a manageable portion and set it 
aside if it proved empty.

The train lines within the search zone wouldn’t all simply 
stretch out to the edge in a straight radius, of course—there would 
be a lot of twists, turns, and junctions, as they wound around 
and traveled much more than a thousand kilometers before they 

5. haystack . . . needle the saying “finding a needle in a haystack” means looking for 
something almost impossible to find.

13

14

Image from Google Earth.

414 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

NOTES
reached the boundary edge. So I planned to work outward from 
Kolkata, the only point of the journey I was certain about.

The first time I zoomed in on Howrah Station, looking at the 
rows of ridged gray platform roofs and all the tracks spilling out 
of it like the fraying end of a rope, I was amazed and shocked 
that I’d once trod barefoot along these walkways. I had to open 
my eyes wide to make sure what I was looking at was real. I was 
about to embark on a high-tech version of what I’d done in my 
first week there, twenty years ago, randomly taking trains out to 
see if they went back home.

I took a deep breath, chose a train line, and started scrolling 
along it.

Immediately, it became clear that progress would be slow. Even 
with broadband, my laptop had to render the image, which took 
time. It started a little pixelated, then resolved into an aerial 
photograph. I was looking for landmarks I recognized and paid 
particular attention to the stations, as they were the places I 
remembered most vividly.

When I first zoomed out to see how far I’d gone along the track, 
I was amazed at how little progress the hours of scrolling and 
studying had brought me. But rather than being frustrated and 
impatient, I found I had enormous confidence that I would find 
what I was looking for as long as I was thorough. That gave me 
a great sense of calm as I resumed my search. In fact, it quickly 
became compelling, and I returned to it several nights a week. 
Before I turned in each night, I’d mark how far I’d gone on a 
track and save the search, then resume from that point at the next 
opportunity.

I would come across goods yards, overpasses and underpasses, 
bridges over rivers and junctions. Sometimes I skipped along a 
bit but then nervously went back to repeat a section, reminding 
myself that if I wasn’t methodical, I could never be sure I’d looked 
everywhere. I didn’t jump ahead to look for stations in case I 
missed a small one—I followed the tracks so I could check out 
anything that came along. And if I found myself reaching the edge 
of the boundary I’d devised, I’d go back along the train line to a 
previous junction and then head off in another direction.

I remember one night early on, following a line north, I came 
to a river crossing not far outside a town. I caught my breath as 
I zoomed in closer. The dam wall was decaying, but maybe the 
area had since been reconstructed? I quickly dragged the cursor 
to roll the image along. Did the countryside look right? It was 
quite green, but there were a lot of farms on the outskirts of my 
town. I watched as the town unpixelated before my eyes. It was 
quite small. Too small, surely. But with a child’s perspective . . . 

15

16

17

18

thorough (THUR oh) adj. 
including everything 
possible; careful and 
complete

19

20

CLOSE READ
ANNOTATE: A simile 
compares two unlike 
things using the word like 
or as. Mark the simile in 
paragraph 15.

QUESTION: Why might 
the author have used a 
simile to describe what 
he was viewing on his 
computer screen?

CONCLUDE: How does 
the simile help the reader 
to better understand the 
challenges the author is 
facing?

from A Long Way Home 415



©
 P

ea
rs

on
 E

du
ca

tio
n,

 In
c.

, o
r i

ts
 a

ffi
lia

te
s. 

Al
l r

ig
ht

s r
es

er
ve

d.

NOTES
And there was a high pedestrian overpass across the tracks near 
the station! But what were the large blank areas dotted around 
the town? Three lakes, four or five even, within the tiny village’s 
bounds—and it was suddenly obvious that this wasn’t the place. 
You didn’t clear whole neighborhoods to put in lakes. And of 
course, many, many stations were likely to have overpasses, and 
many towns would be situated near life-giving rivers, which the 
tracks would have to cross. How many times would I wonder if 
all the landmarks aligned, only to be left with tired, sore eyes and 
the realization that I was mistaken again?

Weeks and then months passed with my spending hours at a 
time every couple of nights on the laptop. Byron made sure I spent 
other nights out in the real world so I didn’t become an Internet 
recluse. I covered the countryside of West Bengal and Jharkhand 
in these early stages without finding anything familiar, but at least 
it meant that much of the immediate vicinity of Kolkata could be 
ruled out. Despite the hunch of my Indian friends, I’d come from 
farther away.

Several months later, I was lucky enough to meet someone with 
whom I started a new relationship, which made the search less 
of a priority for a while. Lisa and I met in 2010 through a friend 
of Byron’s and mine. We became friends on Facebook, and then I 
asked her for her phone number. We hit it off immediately; Lisa’s 
background is in business management and she is smart, pretty, 
and can hold a great conversation. However, we had an unsettled 
start together, with a couple of breakups and reunions, which 
meant there was a similar inconsistency in the periods I spent 
looking on the Internet, before we finally settled into the lasting 
relationship we have today.

I didn’t know how a girlfriend would take to the time-
consuming quest of her partner staring at maps on a laptop. But 
Lisa understood the personal and growing importance of the 
search, and was patient and supportive. She was as amazed as 
anyone about my past, and wanted me to find the answers I was 
looking for. We moved into a small flat6 together in 2010. I thought 
of the nights I spent there on the laptop as being a pastime, like 
playing computer games. But Lisa says that even then, with our 
relationship in full swing, I was obsessive. Looking back, I can see 
that this was true.

After all the years of my story being in my thoughts and 
dreams, I felt I was closing in on the reality. I decided this time 
I wasn’t going to listen to anybody who said, “It might be time 
to move on,” or “It’s just not possible to find your hometown in 

6. flat n. apartment.

21

22

23

obsessive (uhb SEHS ihv) 
adj. tending to think or 
worry so much about 
something that you cannot 
think about anything else

24
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NOTES
all of India like this.” Lisa never said those things, and with her 
support, I became even more determined to succeed.

I didn’t tell many people what I was doing anyway. And 
I decided not to tell my parents. I was worried they might 
misunderstand my intentions. I didn’t want them to think that 
the intensity of my search revealed an unhappiness with the life 
they’d given me or the way they’d raised me. I also didn’t want 
them to think that I was wasting time. So even as it took up more 
and more of my life, I kept it mostly to myself. I finished work 
with Dad at five p.m., and by five-thirty I would be back at the 
laptop, slowly advancing along train tracks and studying the 
towns they led to. This went on for months—it had been over a 
year since I started. But I reasoned that even if it took years . . . or 
decades . . . it was possible to eventually sift completely through a 
haystack. The needle would have to show up if I persisted.

Slowly, over several more months, I eliminated whole areas of 
India. I traced all the connections within the northeastern states 
without finding anything familiar, and I was confident that I could 
rule out Orissa, too. Determined to be thorough, no matter how 
long it took, I started following lines farther out than my original 
thousand-kilometer zone. South beyond Orissa, I eliminated 
Andhra Pradesh, five hundred kilometers farther down the east 
coast. Jharkhand and Bihar didn’t offer up anything promising, 
either, and as I wound up in Uttar Pradesh, I thought I’d keep 
going to cover most of the state. In fact, the states eventually 
replaced my zone boundary as a way of marking my progress. 
Ruling out areas state by state provided a series of goals that 
spurred me on.

Unless I had something pressing to do for work, or some other 
unbreakable commitment, I was on the laptop seven nights a 
week. I went out with Lisa sometimes, of course, but the moment 
we got home I was back on the computer. Sometimes I caught 
her looking at me strangely, as though she thought I might have 
gone a bit crazy. She’d say, “You’re at it again!” but I would reply, 
“I have to . . . I’m really sorry!” I think Lisa knew she simply had 
to let me exhaust myself of the interest. I became distant during 
that time, and although Lisa would have been within her rights 
to feel alone in this still-new relationship, we worked through it. 
Perhaps to some extent sharing something so fundamental to me 
strengthened our connection—and that came through when we 
sometimes talked about what it all meant. It wasn’t always easy 
for me to articulate,7 especially as I was trying to keep a lid on 
my expectations, trying to convince myself it was a fascinating 
exercise, not a deeply meaningful personal quest. Talking to Lisa 

7. articulate (ahr TIHK yuh layt) v. express clearly using words.

25

intensity (ihn TEHN suh 
tee) n. great focus or 
concentration; strong 
commitment

26

27 CLOSE READ
ANNOTATE: In  
paragraph 27, mark 
details that show how 
often Brierley is searching 
for his hometown at this 
point.

QUESTION: What do these 
details reveal about how 
his search is progressing?

CONCLUDE: How do these 
details help the reader 
to better understand 
Brierley's state of mind?

from A Long Way Home 417
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sometimes revealed the underlying importance of the search to 
me: that I was looking for my home to provide closure and to 
understand my past and perhaps myself better as a result, in the 
hope that I might somehow reconnect with my Indian family so 
they would know what had happened to me. Lisa understood all 
this and didn’t resent it, even if there were times when she wanted 
to ban me from staring at the screen for my own sake. Once in a 
while she would simply come over and shut my laptop and place it 
on the floor because I was becoming so obsessive about my search.

At times Lisa admitted her own greatest fear: that I would find 
what I thought I was looking for, go back to India, and somehow 
be wrong or fail to find my family there. Would I return to Hobart8 
and simply start again, obsessively searching online? I couldn’t 
answer her questions any more than I could allay her fears. 
I couldn’t allow myself to think about failure.

If anything, I became more intense about my search as 2010 
drew to a close, and the speed of our newly acquired broadband 
connection made it quicker to refresh the images and zoom in 
and out. But I still had to take it slowly—if I rushed, I’d leave 
myself open to wondering later if I’d missed anything and then 
going back in an endless cycle. And I had to try not to bend my 
memories to fit what I was looking at.

By early 2011, I was concentrating more on areas within 
India’s center, in Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. I spent 
months poring over them, relentlessly, methodically. 

Of course, there were times when I doubted the wisdom, and 
even the sanity, of what I was doing. Night after night, with the 
day’s last reserves of energy and willpower, I sat staring at railway 
lines, searching for places my five-year-old mind might recognize. 
It was a repetitive, forensic9 exercise, and sometimes it started to 
feel claustrophobic, as if I were trapped and looking out at the 
world through a small window, unable to break free of my course 
in a mind-twisting echo of my childhood ordeal.

And then one night in March around one in the morning, in just 
such a mood, spent with frustration, I took a wild dive into the 
haystack, and it changed everything.

As always, on March 31, 2011, I had come home from work, 
grabbed my laptop, opened Google Earth, and settled in for a 
session on the sofa, stopping only briefly for dinner when Lisa got 
home. I was examining the central west at this time, so I picked 
up there, “traveling” a train line near my former search zone 

8. Hobart capital of Tasmania, an island state of Australia, where Brierley lives.
9. forensic (fuh REHN sihk) adj. careful and detailed, similar to the scientific methods used to 

solve a crime.

28

29

30

relentlessly (rih LEHNT lihs 
lee) adv. without stopping; 
with determination

31

32

33
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NOTES
boundary. Even with quicker broadband, it was still slow going. 
I continued for what seemed like ages, looking at a few stations, 
but as usual, when I zoomed out, I found I’d only covered a 
tiny area. I thought that the countryside looked a bit green for 
my dusty old town, but I knew by now that India’s landscape 
changed appearance regularly as you moved across it.

After a few hours, I had followed a line to a junction. I took a 
break, checking Facebook for a while before rubbing my eyes, 
stretching my back, and returning to my task.

Before zooming in, I idly flicked the map along to get a quick 
picture of where the westerly line out of the junction headed, and 
watched hills, forests, and river sweep by, a seemingly endless 
terrain of reasonably similar features. I was distracted by a large 
river that fed into what looked like a massive, deep blue lake 
called Nal Damayanti Sagar, which was surrounded by some lush 
country and had mountains to its north. For a while, I enjoyed 
this little exploration, indulgently unrelated to my search, like a 
recreational hike of grand proportions. It was getting late, after all, 
and I’d turn in soon.

There didn’t seem to be any train lines in this 
part of the country, which might have been why 
it was relaxing to look at. But once I’d noticed 
that, I found myself almost subconsciously 
looking for one. There were villages and towns 
dotted around here and there, and I wondered 
how the people traveled without rail—perhaps 
they didn’t move around much? And farther 
west, still no tracks! Then as the countryside 
flattened out into farmland, I finally came 
across a little blue symbol denoting a train 
station. I was so attuned to looking for them, I was somehow 
relieved to find this one, and I checked out the tiny wayside 
station, just a few buildings to the side of a reasonably major train 
line with several tracks. Out of habit, I started tracing the route 
as it wound southwest. I quickly came across another station, a 
bit bigger, again with a platform on only one side of the tracks, 
but some areas of the township on either side. That explained the 
overpass, and was that . . . was that a water tower just nearby?

Holding my breath, I zoomed in for a closer look. Sure enough, 
it was a municipal water tank just across from the platform, and 
not far from a large pedestrian overpass spanning the railway line. 
I scrolled over to the town side and saw something incredible—a 
horseshoe-shaped road around a square immediately outside 
the station. Could it be—perhaps it was the ring road I used to 
be able to see from the platform! Was it possible? I closed my 

34

35

36

37

Could it be—perhaps it was 

the ring road I used to be 

able to see from the platform! 

Was it possible?
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NOTES
eyes and went back twenty four years in time to when I would 
walk to the station’s exit and see the ring road with an island in 
the middle. I thought to myself, This is unique; I haven’t seen this 
before. I zoomed out, discovering that the train line skimmed the 
northwestern edge of a really large town. I clicked on the blue 
train station symbol to reveal its name . . . Burhanpur. My heart 
nearly stopped. Burhanpur!

I didn’t recognize the town itself, but then I’d never been in 
it—I’d never left the platform. I zoomed back in and re-examined 
the ring road, the water tower, the overpass, and they were all 
positioned where I remembered them. That meant that not far 
away, just up the line, I should find my hometown, “Ginestlay.”

Almost afraid to do so, I dragged the cursor to pull the image 
north along the train line. When I saw that the track crossed a 
gorge just on the edge of the built-up area, I was flooded with 
adrenaline—I remembered in a flash that the train I took with 
my brothers traveled on a small bridge over a gorge like that 
before pulling into the station. I pushed on more urgently, east 
then northeast, in just moments zooming over seventy kilometers 

38

39

CLOSE READ
ANNOTATE: In paragraph 
37, mark the words the 
author emphasizes with 
italics.

QUESTION: Why does 
the author choose to 
emphasize these words?

CONCLUDE: How does 
this emphasis help 
the reader understand 
Brierley's thoughts and 
emotions?
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NOTES
of green farms, forested hills, and small rivers. Then I passed 
across some dry, flat land, broken up by a patchwork of irrigated 
farmland and the occasional small village, before I hit a bridge 
over a substantial river. Ahead I was able to see the town’s 
outskirts. The river’s flow was significantly reduced below the 
bridge by dam walls on either side. If this was the right place, 
this was the river I used to play in, and there should be a bigger 
concrete dam wall to my right a little farther from the bridge . . .

There it was!
I sat staring at the screen for what seemed like an eternity. What 

I was looking at matched the picture in my head exactly. I couldn’t 
think straight; I was frozen with excitement, terrified to go on.

Finally, after a couple of minutes, I forced myself to take the 
next step, slowly, nervously. I tried to calm myself so I didn’t jump 
to any rash conclusions. If I really was looking at “Ginestlay” 
for the first time in twenty-four years, then I should be able to 
follow the path I remembered from the river back to the train 
station, only a short way up ahead. I began to drag the cursor 
again, slowly rolling the map to trace the course of the path, 
which wound gently alongside a tributary stream, left and right, 
around a field, under a street overpass and then . . . the station. I 
clicked on the blue symbol and the name came up on the screen: 
Khandwa Railway Station.

The name meant nothing to me.
My stomach knotted. How could this be?
Things had looked so right all the way from Burhanpur, which 

had to be the “B” town I had tried to remember. But if the bridge 
and the river were correct, where was “Ginestlay”? I tried not 
to despair. I had spent a lot of time in and around our local train 
station as a boy, so I checked off what I remembered—the three 
platforms, the covered pedestrian overpass that connected them, 
an underpass road beneath the tracks at the northern end. But 
it wasn’t so much the existence of these reasonably common 
features but their position in relation to each other that would 
identify the specific place that I was looking for. It all checked out. 
I also remembered a huge fountain in a park near the underpass, 
and I went looking. Sure enough, it was a little indistinct, but I 
thought I detected its familiar circular shape in a central clearing, 
surrounded by trees.

From here, I knew the route to where my home should be. This 
was why I’d gone over and over it in my head since I was a little 
boy: so that I would never forget it.

Now, as a man, I followed the road up from the fountain and 
along the route of the underpass, and then the streets and alleys I 
had walked as a child—the way I used to imagine myself walking 

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

CLOSE READ
ANNOTATE: In paragraph 
41, mark the words that 
show Brierley's reaction to 
the image on his screen.

QUESTION: Why might 
Brierley react with these 
feelings?

CONCLUDE: How does the 
description of his reaction 
add suspense to Brierley's 
narrative?
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NOTES
when I lay in bed at night, in the safe comfort of my house in 
Hobart, trying to project myself back to my village home to let my 
mother know I was okay. Before I realized I’d gone far enough, I 
was looking down at the neighborhood I knew as a boy.

Still, nothing like “Ginestlay” came up on the map. It was the 
strangest feeling, and one that I became familiar with over the 
next year or so—part of me was certain, but still another part of 
me doubted. I was sure this was the right place, but for all this 
time I’d also been sure of the name “Ginestlay.” Khandwa rang no 
bells whatsoever. Maybe “Ginestlay” was a part of Khandwa? A 
suburb? That seemed possible. I looked through the maze of alleys 
where my family lived, and although the image wasn’t as clear as 
what I would get when I looked at where I lived in Hobart, I was 
sure I could see the little rectangular roof of my childhood home. 
Of course, I’d never seen the place from above, but the building 
was the right shape and in precisely the correct location. I hovered 
over the streets for a while, astonished, trying to take it all in. 
Finally I couldn’t contain my excitement any longer.

I called out to Lisa, “I’ve found my hometown! You’ve gotta 
come and see this!” It was only then that I realized the time. I’d 
been at the computer for over seven hours nonstop, except for 
dinner.

Lisa poked her head around the corner, yawning, in her nightie. 
It took her a moment to wake up properly, but even half-asleep 
she could see my excitement. “Are you sure?” she asked.

“This is it, this is it!” I replied.
In that moment, I was convinced. “This is my hometown!”
It had taken eight months of intense searching, and it was 

nearly five years since I’d first downloaded Google Earth.
Lisa grinned and hugged me tightly. “That’s so great! You did 

it, Saroo!” ❧

48

49

50

51

52

53

54
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Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read.

1. What is the goal of Saroo Brierley's search?

2. What is the main resource Brierley uses to conduct his search?

3. According to the author, what is Lisa's greatest fear?

4. What is "Ginestlay"? Does Brierley ever find it?

5.   Notebook Write a summary of the memoir to show your understanding.

RESEARCH
Research to Clarify Choose at least one unfamiliar detail from the text. Briefly 
research that detail. In what way does the information you learned shed light on an aspect 
of the text?

Research to Explore Choose something that interests you from the text, and formulate 
a research question.

from A Long Way Home 423
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MAKING MEANING

ANNOTATE: 
The author 
asks himself a 
question.

QUESTION: What 
purpose does this 
question serve?

CONCLUDE: This 
question creates 
suspense and 
reveals Brierley’s 
doubt.

It was a staggering amount of 
territory, covering some 962,300 
square kilometers…. Within its 
bounds lived 345 million people. 
I tried to keep my emotions out of 
the exercise, but I couldn’t help but 
wonder: Is it possible to find four 
family members among these 345 
million?

ANNOTATE: The author has included 
numbers and statistics in this passage.

QUESTION: What information is provided 
by these details?

CONCLUDE: The data reveal how difficult 
Brierley’s search will be.

from A Long WAy Home

Close Read the Text
1. This model, from paragraph 13, shows two sample 

annotations, along with questions and conclusions. Close 
read the passage, and find another detail to annotate. Then, 
write a question and conclusion.

2. For more practice, go back into the text and complete the 
close read sections.

3. Revisit a section of the text you found important during your 
first read. Read this section closely and annotate what you 
notice. Ask yourself questions such as “Why did the author 
make this choice?” What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
 Notebook Respond to these questions.

1. (a) Connect How does Brierley emphasize the importance of his 
search method and process throughout the excerpt?  
(b) Infer What do those text details suggest about Brierley’s 
personality?

2. Interpret Review paragraph 29. What does Brierley mean 
when he says “And I had to try not to bend my memories to fit 
what I was looking at”?

3. Essential Question: What drives people to explore? What has 
this text revealed about what drives people to explore?

 Tool Kit  
Close-Read Guide and 
Model Annotation

CITE TExTual EvIdENCE 
to support your answers.

 STAnDARDS
Reading Informational Text 
•	Cite	textual	evidence	to	support	
analysis	of	what	the	text	says	
explicitly	as	well	as	inferences	drawn	
from	the	text.
•	Determine	a	central	idea	of	a	text	
and	how	it	is	conveyed	through	
particular	details;	provide	a	summary	
of	the	text	distinct	from	personal	
opinions	or	judgments.	
•	Analyze	how	a	particular	sentence,	
paragraph,	chapter,	or	section	fits	
into	the	overall	structure	of	a	text	
and	contributes	to	the	development	
of	the	ideas.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What drives people to explore? 

Analyze Craft and Structure
Central Ideas: Autobiographical Writing An autobiography is a true 
account of events and experiences written by the person who directly 
experienced them. A memoir is a type of autobiography that focuses on 
a specific period in the author’s life or an experience that holds particular 
significance for the author. 

Autobiographical writing relates an author’s thoughts, feelings, 
and reflections on the events and experiences he or she describes. 
Autobiographies and memoirs can communicate a variety of 
insights including:

•	what the author learned from the event or experience

•	what the author values and his or her goals in life

•	how the author feels about other people in his or her life

•	how the author relates to his or her environment and the world

•	how the author responds to the conflicts, or struggles, with which 
he or she is faced

These insights help to develop the author’s central ideas, or main points. 
To determine an author’s central ideas in a text, analyze and connect 
details that reveal the author’s reflections and insights.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.Practice 

 Notebook Review the excerpt from A Long Way Home. Use the chart 
to identify the author’s central ideas in each passage. Then, answer the 
questions that follow.

1. Review your completed chart. What inference can you make about the central 
idea of the text as a whole, based on the central ideas you identified for each 
passage?

2. (a) Review paragraphs 48–51. What conflicting feelings does Brierley express in 
this passage? (b) How does the method and process of Brierley’s search create 
inner conflict?

3. What comparisons does Brierley make between his childhood journey and his 
quest to find his hometown as an adult?

4. (a) What role do Brierley’s childhood memories play in his search? (b) What do 
they reveal about Brierley’s goals?

10

17–18

31

PARAGRAPH(S)
DETAILS THAT REVEAL 
REFLECTIONS AND INSIGHTS

CENTRAL IDEA OF PASSAGE

from A Long Way Home 425



MS ELA Grade 6 Week 4: April 20-24, 2020 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students, 

Welcome to Week 4 of our Unit 5 study of Exploration. You will strengthen your literacy 
skills this week by completing activities that correspond to the text read last week. In 
addition, you will begin writing a rough draft of an argument. As you complete the 
activities, be sure to think about what information you agree with and what information 
you do not agree with. This will help you form your claim. Enjoy learning! 

Grade 6 Unit 5 Exploration: What drives people to explore? 
Week 4: April 20-24 p. 426 

p. 427 
p. 428 
 
pp. 434-436 

● Complete the Word Study activities.
● Complete Author’s Style activities.  
● Complete Writing to Sources activities. 

● Begin writing argument rough draft.  

 

6th Grade Unit 5 Exploration 
Week 4: April 20 – 24 

Daily Planning Guide/Checklist/Additional Support 
 
Monday, April 20 
_____ Complete the Word Study Activities p. 426. 

1. The –ive word in paragraph 23 is  ____________________________.  
It means to ______________________________________________________.   
 

2. What is the root word and meaning of the words included in activity #2 p. 426: 
(without –ive) ing/Definition 

ssive ss  sess or think about too much 

ve e ate or design 

ssive ssess or own 

ve e 

 
Tuesday, April 21 
_____ Read (or have read aloud) the Author Style passage on p. 427. This passage describes 

mood and how it sets the tone for actions, places or emotions/feelings the author uses to 
help reader make connections. 

_____ Complete the Author’s Style Activity on p. 427: 
 Underline the adjectives (descriptive words). 
 Identify the mood of each passage for example (Is the mood of the passage…?): 
 gloomy, upbeat, eerie, lighthearted, happy, sad, homesick, confused, reflective, scared, 

comforting, worried, peaceful, cheerful, humorous, melancholy, idyllic, whimsical, 



romantic, mysterious, ominous, calm, hopeful, lonely, tense, fearful… (Feel free to use 
descriptors that are not included here.) 

 
Wednesday, April 22 
_____ Complete the Writing to Sources Activity p. 428 or 
 Alternative: 

Use the Argumentative Writing Organizer attached to begin the argument writing rough 
draft. 

⮚  Complete the claim sentence on the Argumentative Writing Organizer. 
⮚  Complete one supporting detail with information from the text/story on the 

Argumentative Writing Organizer. 
 
Thursday, April 23 
_____ Begin writing argument rough draft (See pp. 434-436) or 

Alternative:  
Use the Argumentative Writing Organizer attached to continue the argument writing 
rough draft. 

⮚  Add a 2nd supporting detail with information from the text/story on the 
Argumentative Writing Organize attached. 

 
 
Friday, April 17 
_____ Continue writing argument rough draft (See pp. 434-436) or 

Alternative:  
Use the Argumentative Writing Organizer attached to continue the argument writing 
rough draft. 

⮚  Add the 3rd supporting detail with information from the text/story on the 
Argumentative Writing Organizer attached. 

   



Argumentative Writing Organizer 
Is Saroo Brierly an explorer?  Why or Why not?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paragraph Writing Checklist 

Indent 
Capitalization/Spelling 

Punctuation 

Makes Sense/Logical Order 

References Text 

VOCABULARY WORD BANK 

deliberate  thorough  intensity  quest  obsessive  
relentlessly 

Claim Sentence 

Saroo Brierly is/is not an explorer because ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail 1 

The first reason I believe Saroo is/is not an explorer is __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail 2 

Another reason I believe this is _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail 3 

Finally, ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Due to these reasons, ____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________  

Conclusion Sentence 
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

 WORD NETWORK

Add words related to 
exploration from the text to 
your Word Network.

Concept Vocabulary

deliberate thorough intensity

quest obsessive relentlessly

Why These Words? The concept vocabulary words relate to the idea of 
searching or exploring. Saroo Brierley uses these words as he describes 
his search for his hometown in India. For example, Brierley discusses how 
his search must be deliberate, or carefully planned, if he has any chance 
of succeeding.

1. How does the concept vocabulary sharpen the reader’s understanding 
the author’s experiences while on his mission?

2. What other words in the selection connect to this concept?

Practice

 Notebook Demonstrate your understanding of the concept 
vocabulary words by writing a paragraph in which you describe an 
imaginary quest. For example, you may write about a quest to find a 
mythical creature or a hidden treasure. Include three concept vocabulary 
words, other than quest, in your paragraph.

Word Study
Latin Suffix: -ive The Latin suffix -ive means “pertaining to,” “tending 
to,” or “serving to do.” Words that contain this suffix are usually 
adjectives. In A Long Way Home, Brierley describes his behavior and 
attitude as obsessive because he tended to think about his search so 
much that he neglected his personal relationships.

1. Find another word in paragraph 23 that contains the Latin suffix -ive, 
and write a brief definition of it.

2. Explain how the suffix -ive contributes to the meanings of the 
following words: active, inclusive, possessive.

from A Long WAy Home

 STAnDARDS
Reading Informational Texts
Analyze in detail how a key 
individual, event, or idea is 
introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text.
Language 
Determine or clarify the meaning 
of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 6  
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate 
Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word.

426 UNIT 5 • EXPLORATION
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What drives people to explore?

Author’s Style
Word Choice and Mood Saroo Brierley’s memoir contains rich 
descriptive details. In his narrative he introduces people, events, and ideas 
and then provides additional details to further illustrate and elaborate. 
The depth of description enables readers to fully engage in Brierley’s 
journey, along with him. Here are some descriptive examples from The 
Long Way Home:

•	Description of Actions: I traced all the connections within the 
northeastern states without finding anything familiar, and I was 
confident that I could rule out Orissa, too.

•	Description of Places: I zoomed back in and re-examined the ring 
road, the water tower, the overpass, and they were all positioned 
where I remembered them.

•	Description of Emotions: Finally, after a couple of minutes, I forced 
myself to take the next step, slowly, nervously. I tried to calm myself 
so I didn’t jump to any rash conclusions.

Writers’ word choices also help to create mood, or atmosphere. Mood 
can be described using adjectives such as gloomy, upbeat, eerie, and 
lighthearted. Sometimes the mood of a narrative shifts to match the main 
character’s experiences and observations; sometimes the mood of a story 
stays the same throughout.

Practice

Complete the chart by marking descriptive words in the passages 
provided from the memoir. Then, in the column to the right, describe the 
mood of the passage.

I recalled all those warm nights outside, under the stars, which at least 
suggested it wouldn’t be in the colder regions of the far north. I hadn’t lived 
by the sea, although I couldn’t rule out that I’d lived near it. And I hadn’t 
lived in the mountains. My hometown had a railway station—India was 
riddled with train lines, but they didn’t run through every single village and 
town. (paragraph 4)

If anything, I became more intense about my search as 2010 drew to a close, 
and the speed of our newly acquired broadband connection made it quicker 
to refresh the images and zoom in and out. But I still had to take it slowly—if 
I rushed, I’d leave myself open to wondering later if I’d missed anything and 
then going back in an endless cycle. (paragraph 29)

I thought to myself, This is unique; I haven’t seen this before. I zoomed out, 
discovering that the train line skimmed the northwestern edge of a really 
large town. I clicked on the blue train station symbol to reveal its name . . . 
Burhanpur. My heart nearly stopped. Burhanpur! (paragraph 37)

PASSAGE FROM TEXT MOOD OF PASSAGE

from A Long Way Home 427
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EFFECTIVE EXPRESSION

Writing to Sources
In an argument, an author makes a claim in which he or she states an 
opinion on a topic or an issue. Then, the author tries to persuade readers 
to adopt this opinion by providing reasons and supporting evidence for it.

Assignment
When we think of explorers, we often think of pioneers who travel to 
new and unknown places. Write an argument in which you state a 
claim in response to the following question:

Is Saroo Brierley an explorer? Why, or why not?
Consider Brierley’s search and how he conducted his search, as well as 
what you think an explorer should try to accomplish.

•	Begin your argument by clearly stating whether or not you think 
Brierley is an explorer—this is your claim.

•	Support your claim by providing logical reasons and evidence from 
the text.

•	Organize your reasons and evidence clearly, and use transition 
words and phrases to clarify and connect your ideas.

•	 Include a strong conclusion that restates your claim in a 
new way and provides an additional idea or insight.

Vocabulary Connection You may want to use some concept vocabulary 
words and descriptive details in your writing.

deliberate thorough intensity

quest obsessive relentlessly

Reflect on Your Writing
After you have written your argument, answer the following questions.

1. What do you think was the most challenging part of the assignment?

2. How would you revise your argument to improve it?

3. Why These Words? The words you choose make a difference in 
your writing.	Which	words	did	you	choose	to	help	you	convey 
precise ideas? 

 STAnDARDS
Writing
Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize 
the reasons and evidence clearly.
b. Support claim(s) with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, 
using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses 
to clarify the relationships among 
claim(s) and reasons.
e. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from the 
argument presented.
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PERFORMANCE TASK: WRITING FOCUS

WRITING TO SOURCES

• from A LONG WAY HOME

• BBC SCIENCE CLUB: ALL 

ABOUT EXPLORATION

Write an Argument
You have read an excerpt from a memoir and watched a video that 
discuss different aspects of exploration. In A Long Way Home, the author 
describes how he used Google Earth to search for his childhood home in 
India. In “BBC Science Club: All About Exploration” viewers learn about 
the history of exploration.

Assignment
Use your knowledge of both the memoir and the video to take 
and defend a position on the topic of exploration. Write a brief 
argumentative essay in which you state and support your position 
on this question:

Can anyone be an explorer?
Include examples and details from the memoir and the video, as well 
as your own observations to support your reasoning.

Elements of an Argument

An argumentative essay is a short work in which a writer presents a 
position and supports it with reasons and evidence. The purpose is to 
persuade readers to think a certain way about the topic. An effective 
argumentative essay contains these elements:

• a claim, or statement of a position
• clear, convincing reasons that relate to the claim
• evidence, or facts and examples that support the claim
• a clear organization, including an introduction, a body, and a 

conclusion
• transitional words and phrases that make the relationships among 

claims and reasons clear
• a concluding statement or section that follows from the ideas 

presented earlier in the essay

• a formal style that takes the subject and reader seriously
• error-free grammar, including accurate use of verbs

Model Argument For a model of a well-crafted  
argument, see the Launch Text, “What on Earth Is 
Left to Explore?”

Challenge yourself to find all of the elements of 
an effective argument in the text. You will have 
an opportunity to review these elements as you 
prepare to write your own argument.

ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY

As you craft your 
argument, consider 
using some of the 
academic vocabulary 
you learned in the 
beginning of the unit.

critical
assume
compel
valid
coherent

LAUNCH TEXT

What on Earth Is  
Left to Explore?

LAUNCH TEXT | ARGUMENT MODEL

This selection is an example 
of an argument, a type of 
writing in which an author 
states and defends a position 
on a topic. This is the type of 
writing you will develop in the 
Performance-Based Assessment 
at the end of the unit.

As you read, look at the way 
that the author builds a case. 
Mark the text to help you 
answer this question: What 
is the author’s position, and 
what evidence supports it?
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SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

UNIT   5    INTRODUCTION

At the beginning of the 1800s, the United States was a young 
country. Most people lived in small towns clustered on the 

Atlantic coast. To the west lay an entire continent, full of mystery 
and promise. 

Government leaders believed that exploration of the continent 
was important. Exploration would bring knowledge and 
resources. Urged on by President Thomas Jefferson, Congress 
funded a small expedition to explore the lands west of the 
Mississippi River. The Lewis and Clark expedition became one of 
the most famous exploratory journeys in history. 

In the modern world, the idea of exploration has changed. Cars, 
trains, and airplanes have made the world seem much smaller. 
People seem to be everywhere. Thousands have climbed Mount 
Everest, the world’s highest mountain. There are even people 
living in Antarctica, the world’s coldest continent. In addition, the 
Internet allows people to visit faraway places through the screens 
of their computers. Given these changes, some people may ask 
whether exploration matters anymore. Is there anything left to 
explore? The answer is simple: Exploration matters as much today 
as it ever has.

Let’s start with ocean exploration. It is true that much of Earth 
has been visited and charted. However, we should remember that 
people actually live on less than twenty percent of the planet. We 
inhabit the land, but Earth is mostly ocean. Vast stretches of the 

1

2

3

4

NOTES

404 UNIT 5 • ExploraTIoN

LIT17_SE06_U05_LT.indd   404 13/05/16   8:29 PM

 STANDARDS
Writing 
• Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.
• Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards 
to literary nonfiction. 

• Write routinely over extended time 
frames and shorter time frames for 
a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.
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 EVIDENCE LOG

Review your Evidence Log 
and identify key details you 
may want to cite in your 
argument.

Write a Working Claim A working claim is a statement of your main idea that will 
help you get started with your writing. It allows you to try out your ideas and evidence. 
Depending on how your essay develops, you may wind up keeping your working claim 
or you may change it completely. Write a working claim here. 

Working Claim: 

  

Consider Other Opinions Considering how other people feel or think about a topic can 
strengthen your argument. Think about questions readers might have about your position, 
or opinions that might differ from yours. Plan to answer those questions or address those 
opinions in your essay. Use these sentence starters to pull your ideas together.

A different opinion is  

The reason someone might think this is because  

The reason this idea is not convincing is  

Prewriting / Planning

Collect Evidence The most important evidence you will use comes 
from the memoir and video. However, you may want to support your 
position with other types of details, as well. Consider using these types of 
evidence:

•	facts: statements that can be proved true

•	statistics: facts presented in the form of numbers

•	anecdotes: brief stories that can be used as examples

•	quotations from authorities: statements from experts

•	examples: specific people, situations, or events that support a 
general idea

Using a variety of evidence can make your argument stronger. In the 
Launch Text, the writer includes a variety of examples to support the 
point that “people seem to be everywhere.”

Thousands have climbed Mount Everest, the world’s highest 
mountain. There are even people living in Antarctica, the 
world’s coldest continent. In addition, the Internet allows people 
to visit faraway places through the screens of their computers. 

—from “What on Earth Is Left to Explore?”

Connect Across Texts As you write your essay, you will use evidence from 
both the video and the memoir to support your ideas. Include that evidence 
in different ways. For example, use exact quotations if the exact words are 
important. Otherwise, paraphrase, or restate ideas in your own words. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What drives people to explore?

 STANDARDS
Writing 
Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize 
the reasons and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, 
using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text.

Performance Task: Write an Argument 435
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PERFORMANCE TASK: WRITING FOCUS

Write a First Draft Use your outline to write your first draft. Be sure to 
write an introduction that will grab the reader’s attention. Then, present 
your supporting reasons in a logical order. Provide a strong conclusion 
that ends your argument with a clear statement.

Drafting
Organize Ideas Argumentative essays include three sections: an 
introduction, a body, and a conclusion. Each section should build on 
the one that came before it, and every point should support your main 
claim. Look at the guidelines for each section given in the chart. Then, 
add notes about the ideas and evidence you will include in each part of 
your essay. This outline will help you plan a logical order for your ideas 
and evidence.

SECTION GUIDELINES PLAN FOR EACH SECTION 

Introduction 
Present the topic and 
claim.

•  Engage readers 
with interesting 
information.

•  Clearly state 
the claim.

Body 
Give supporting 
reasons and evidence.

•  Use one 
paragraph for 
each reason.

•  Include a topic 
sentence, 
or main 
idea, in each 
paragraph.

•  Use strong 
evidence. 

Conclusion
Sum up the argument.

•  Restate the 
claim in 
different words.

•  End with 
a strong, 
statement.

 STANDARDS
Writing 
Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

e. Provide a concluding statement 
or section that follows from the 
argument presented.
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Week 3 and Week 4 

MATH



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Review Topic: Working With Percent’s (6.RP.3) 

 

   

Remember: To calculate a percent of a number, such as 15% of 85, we change the percent into a decimal 

(15% = 0.15) and then multiply (0.15 •85 = 12.75. So, 15% of 85 is 12.75. Use the set up -- % • whole = part 

Remember: To calculate the whole, when given the percent and part, such as 6 is 25% of what number, 

start by changing the percent to a decimal (25% = 0.25). Then, we can use the same setup as we did 

previously, % • whole = part. In this case, we are given the percent (0.25) and the part (6), so our equation 

looks like this: 0.25 • whole = 6. Since we want to get the whole by itself, we do the inverse of 

multiplication, we divide both sides by 0.25. That leaves us with whole = 24. So, we now know that 6 is 25% 

of 24 

Remember: To calculate what percent a part represents, such as 36 is what percent of 144, we can use the same 

set-up as we did in the previous section. % • whole = part. In this case, we are given the whole (144) and the part 

(36) and need to find the percent. Our equation looks like this: % • 144 = 36. Since we want to get the percent by 

itself, we do the inverse of multiplication, we divide both sides by 144. This leaves us with % = 0.25. The final step is 

to convert our decimal to a percent and we will have the answer 0.25 = 25%. So, 36 is 25% of 144.  



Apply Our Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

Hint: For each word problem, ask yourself, “Are the giving me the percent, the part, or the whole?” Use that 

thinking to help you set up your equation. 

% • whole = part 

 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 3 
Standard: 6.RP.1 

Topic: 

 Part to Part Ratios 

 Part to Whole Ratios 

Supports: 

 Notes 

 Multiplication Chart 

 Divisibility Rules 

 Video to Activate Prior Knowledge 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Replace text with images (visual model) 

o There are 9 girls for every 2 boys in art class. 

o  
 Highlight the key words in the text (numbers, labels) 

o There are 9 girls for every 2 boys in art class. 

 Use a calculator to simplify the ratios to lowest terms 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

Notes: 

 Ratios and fractions are mathematically the same thing. 

 Order matters; what is mentioned first goes on the top of the ratio 

 Put all ratios into lowest terms (multiplication chart or divisibility 

rules will help with this) 

 

    Multiplication Chart      

x 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

2 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 

3 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 

4 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48 

5 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 

6 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 

7 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84 

8 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 

9 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108 

10 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 

11 11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132 

12 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108 120 132 144 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A number can 
be divided by… 

if… 
2 the last digit is even (0, 2, 4, 6, or 8) 

3 the sum of the digits can be divided by 3 

4 the last two digits can be divided by 4 

5 the last digit is 0 or 5 

6 the number can also be divided by 2 and 3 

8 the last 3 digits can be divided by 8 

9 the sum of the digits can be divided by 9 

10 the last digit is 0 

12 the number can also be divided by 3 and 4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtgfXXII-Oc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtgfXXII-Oc


Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 3 
Standard: 6.RP.3 

Topic: 

 Percents 

Supports: 

 Notes 

 Multiplication Chart 

 Video to Activate Prior Knowledge 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Use a calculator 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

 Use a highlighter to show parts of each problem that are the same 

(see examples). 

Notes: 

 All problems can be solved used using the same system of cross 

multiplication. 

 Set up the problem with each number in the following positions: 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 1: 

 12% of 32 

is   =  12 

32     100 
 Then, multiply the numbers that are diagonal from one another. 

o 12 X 32 = 384 

 Lastly, divide by the number that hasn’t been used yet. 

o 384/100 = 3.84 

Example 2: 

 12 is 20% of what number? 

12 =  20 

 of     100 
 Then, multiply the numbers that are diagonal from one another. 

o 12 X 100 = 1200 

 Lastly, divide by the number that hasn’t been used yet. 

o 1200/20 = 60 

Example 3: 

 2 is what percent of 42? 

 2   =  % 

  42   100 
 2 X 100 = 200 

 200/42 = 4.76 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR95Cbcjzus


Review Topic: Measurement Conversions (6.RP.3c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the world, different units are used to measure things. Here in the United States, we use customary 

measurement, like inches, gallons and pounds. In other countries, though, they use metric measurements, like 

meters, liters and kilograms. One way that we can convert between customary and metric measurements is by 

using a double number line.  

Worked Example:  How many tablespoons are in 2 cups? 
We can tell from our double number line that 16 

tablespoons make up 1 cup.  

Step 1: Mark where 2 cups would be on our 

number line. We can use the information already 

there to help us! Since there are 16 tablespoons in 

1 cup, we can count 16 more places to the right, 

and have our 2nd cup!  

Step 2: Count on the tablespoon number line until 

we are even with the 2 on the cups number line.  

          2 cups = 32 tablespoons 

2 

32 



Using Ratios to Convert Measurements  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. How many cm are in 32 ft.? 2. How many miles are in 5 km? 

3. How many pounds are in 27 kg? 4. How many gallons are in 9 liters? 

5. How many pints are in 16 liters? 6. How many meters are in 12 inches? 

7. How many inches are in 63 meters? 8. How many ounces are in 5 gallons? 

9. How many liters are in 7 quarts? 10. How many quarts are in 8 liters? 

Reminder: We can convert measures between 

customary and metric systems.  

 

Example Problem: How any kilometers are in 9 

miles? 

Step 1: Look at the conversion table and find 

kilometers to miles: 1 mi = 1.61 km 

Step 2: Set up our first ratio based off of what 

we know from the table.   
1.61 𝑘𝑚

1 𝑚𝑖
 

Step 3: Create a second ratio based off of what 

we want to find out, making sure to align our 

lables.    
1.61 𝑘𝑚

1 𝑚𝑖
 = 

? 𝑘𝑚

9 𝑚𝑖
 

 

Step 4: Scale Up or Down to determine our 

answer.  

          

 

• 9 

•9 
𝟏𝟒. 𝟏𝟗 𝒌𝒎

𝟗 𝒎𝒊𝒍𝒆𝒔
 



 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking! 

 

  

  

 



At Home: 

 Take a ruler and measure something using inches. What would that measurement be in 

centimeters? Meters? 

 

Review Topic: Comparing Rates (6.RP.3b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worked Example: Create ratios for each player listed (keep labels in the same place for 

both players). Then, set up a second set of ratios with the same labels. 

Since the question asks who scored the most per game, we know that we 

want 1 game in our second ratio. Then, scale up or down to determine 

the missing value.   

 

𝟔 𝒑𝒐𝒊𝒏𝒕𝒔

𝟏 𝒈𝒂𝒎𝒆
 

𝟕. 𝟓 𝒑𝒐𝒊𝒏𝒕𝒔

𝟏 𝒈𝒂𝒎𝒆
 

Terrell averaged 6 

points per game, while 

Marvin averaged 7.5 

points per game. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking! 

 

 



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 4 
Standard: 6.RP.3c 

Topic: 

 Measurement Conversions 

Supports: 

 Definitions 

 Notes 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Use a calculator 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

 Highlight key words (units) in the word problems 

 

Definitions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 All conversion problems can be solved used using the same system 

of cross multiplication. 

 Be sure to set up the problem so that similar units are across from 

one another. 

Example 1: 

 For 7 yards to feet, first set up a proportion. 

7 yards   =  1 yard 

? feet       3 feet 
 Then, multiply the numbers that are diagonal from one another. 

o 7 X 3 = 21 

 Lastly, divide by the number that hasn’t been used yet. 

o 21/1 = 21  …so there are 21 feet in 7 yards. 

Use the conversions in the table below to help solve the problems on page 

1, using the method of cross multiplication. 

1 yard = 3 feet 1 gallon = 16 cups 1 gallon = 4 quarts 

 

All of pages 2 and 3 use the same strategy, so keep following it!  

 

Example 2: 

 How many cm are in 32 ft.?  First locate cm and ft in the given table.  

1 ft = 30.48 cm 

 Write those numbers as a fraction (or in boxes like below). 

1 ft  

30.48 cm  

 

 Then put the number from the question into the box across from 

the number with the same label. 

1 ft 32 ft 

30.48 cm  

 Cross multiply, then divide. 

o 30.48 X 32 = 975.36 

o 975.36 / 1 = 975.36 cm 

 

Length Mass Capacity 

in = inch oz = ounce pt = pint 

ft = foot/feet g = gallon qt = quart 

yd = yard lb = pound gal = gallon 

mi = mile kg = kilogram L = liter 

km = kilometer   

cm = centimeter   

m = meter   



Supports for Diverse Learners 
6th Grade Math 

Week 4 
Standard: 6.RP.3b 

Topic: 

 Comparing Rates 

Supports: 

 Notes (for pages 4-5) 

General Accommodations: 

 Read aloud all text 

 Use a calculator 

 Reduce the number of problems to complete if they are the same 

type 

 Highlight different rates with different colors 

 

Example 1: 

 Kordell is able to complete 14 math problems in 21 minutes. Gabriel 

is able to complete 6 math problems in 10 minutes. Determine how 

many problems each student can complete per minute. Who can 

complete problems more quickly? 

o Set up a ratio for each person (they can look like boxes for 

organization of handwriting). 

 Kordell  

14 

21 

 Gabriel  

6 

10 

o Divide and divide the numerator (top) and denominator 

(bottom) by the denominator. 

 

 Kordell  

14 /21 0.66 
problems 

21 /21 1 minute 

 Gabriel  

6 /10 0.6 or 0.60 
problems 

10 /10 1 minute 

 Therefore, Kordell can complete math problems more quickly 

because 0.66 is more than 0.60. 

 

Stretch Your Thinking: 

 Use the same method as Example 1 to determine which is the best 

buy per pound (fill out the table below). 

 A 

$4.49 /  

5 / 1 lb 

 B 

$0.64 /  

1 / 1 lb 

 

 C 

$1.35 /  

2.3 / 1 lb 

 D 

$0.98 /  

1.75 / 1 lb 

 E (skip) 



 

Week 3 and Week 4 

MATH PLUS



Review Topic: Working With Percent’s (6.RP.3) 

 

   

Remember: To calculate a percent of a number, such as 15% of 85, we change the percent into a decimal 

(15% = 0.15) and then multiply (0.15 •85 = 12.75. So, 15% of 85 is 12.75. Use the set up -- % • whole = part 

Remember: To calculate the whole, when given the percent and part, such as 6 is 25% of what number, 

start by changing the percent to a decimal (25% = 0.25). Then, we can use the same setup as we did 

previously, % • whole = part. In this case, we are given the percent (0.25) and the part (6), so our equation 

looks like this: 0.25 • whole = 6. Since we want to get the whole by itself, we do the inverse of 

multiplication, we divide both sides by 0.25. That leaves us with whole = 24. So, we now know that 6 is 25% 

of 24 

Remember: To calculate what percent a part represents, such as 36 is what percent of 144, we can use the same 

set-up as we did in the previous section. % • whole = part. In this case, we are given the whole (144) and the part 

(36) and need to find the percent. Our equation looks like this: % • 144 = 36. Since we want to get the percent by 

itself, we do the inverse of multiplication, we divide both sides by 144. This leaves us with % = 0.25. The final step is 

to convert our decimal to a percent and we will have the answer 0.25 = 25%. So, 36 is 25% of 144.  



Apply Our Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

Hint: For each word problem, ask yourself, “Are the giving me the percent, the part, or the whole?” Use that 

thinking to help you set up your equation. 

% • whole = part 

 



Review Topic: Measurement Conversions (6.Rp.3c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. How many cm are in 32 ft.? 2. How many miles are in 5 km? 

3. How many pounds are in 27 kg? 4. How many gallons are in 9 liters? 

5. How many pints are in 16 liters? 6. How many meters are in 12 inches? 

7. How many inches are in 63 meters? 8. How many ounces are in 5 gallons? 

9. How many liters are in 7 quarts? 10. How many quarts are in 8 liters? 

Reminder: We can convert measures between 

customary and metric systems.  

 

Example Problem: How any kilometers are in 9 

miles? 

Step 1: Look at the conversion table and find 

kilometers to miles: 1 mi = 1.61 km 

Step 2: Set up our first ratio based off of what 

we know from the table.   
1.61 𝑘𝑚

1 𝑚𝑖
 

Step 3: Create a second ratio based off of what 

we want to find out, making sure to align our 

lables.    
1.61 𝑘𝑚

1 𝑚𝑖
 = 

? 𝑘𝑚

9 𝑚𝑖
 

 

Step 4: Scale Up or Down to determine our 

answer.  

          

 

• 9 

•9 
𝟏𝟒. 𝟏𝟗 𝒌𝒎

𝟗 𝒎𝒊𝒍𝒆𝒔
 



 

 

Stretch Your Thinking! 

 

  

  

 

 



Review Topic: Comparing Rates (6.RP.3b) 

 

 

 

Type equation here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worked Example: Create ratios for each player listed (keep labels in the same place for 

both players). Then, set up a second set of ratios with the same labels. 

Since the question asks who scored the most per game, we know that we 

want 1 game in our second ratio. Then, scale up or down to determine 

the missing value.   

 

𝟔 𝒑𝒐𝒊𝒏𝒕𝒔

𝟏 𝒈𝒂𝒎𝒆
 

𝟕. 𝟓 𝒑𝒐𝒊𝒏𝒕𝒔

𝟏 𝒈𝒂𝒎𝒆
 

Terrell averaged 6 

points per game, while 

Marvin averaged 7.5 

points per game. 



Review Topic: Evaluating Algebraic Expressions (6.EE.1-3) 

Evaluating Numerical Expressions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluating Algebraic Expressions 

 

 

 

 

Evaluate each Algebraic Expression for the given values.  

1. 6x – 3      for x = -4, -1 and 2 
 
 

2. 18 – 4x     for x = -2, 0, 4 

3. 2x – 4x     for x = -4, 3, 5 4. x² + 3     for x = -3, 0, 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember:  

Exponents 

4³ = 4•4•4 

NOT 

4 • 3 



Combine like terms to simplify the algebraic expression. 

  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 

A.  
 
 
 

B.  C.  

D.  
 
 
 

E.  F.  



 

A. The product of nine and six, minus an 
unknown. 

B. Four less than three times a number 
 

C. Seven more than the quotient of a number 
and four. 
 

D. The difference between a value and nine, 
minus thirteen  

 

 

 



Review Topic: Equations and Inequalities (6.EE.4-7, 6.NS.7a-b) 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Solving Equations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solve each equation for the missing value.  

 
 

   

  
 

 
 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

 

An online ticket broker charges a flat fee of $6.50 for each set of tickets sold.  

a) To sit in Section C, the ticket broker charges $36.00 per ticket, write an equation to represent the total 

cost of sitting in Section C.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solving Inequalities… 

In this section, you will practice solving an inequality. To solve an inequality means to determine the values of 

the variable that make the inequality true. The objective when solving an inequality is similar to the objective 

when solving an equation. You want to isolate the variable on one side of the inequality symbol using inverse 

operations. Remember, when you multiply or divide by a negative value, the inequality must reverse, as you 

see in Jenna’s example.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stretch Your Thinking 

 

 

Review: An inequality is any mathematical sentence that has an inequality symbol. The solution set of an 

inequality is all values the make the inequality statement true.  

         < Less Than          > Greater Than           ≤ Less Than or Equal To •         ≥ Greater Than or Equal To • 

         

Step 1: Plot an open circle at 2 on the number line. 

Step 2: Read the inequality – “x is less than 2.” This 

means that any value that is less than 2 will make the 

inequality true.  

Step 3: Draw an arrow pointing to all values less than 

2 on the number line. 
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